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sharp jerk or two, until I know that it is firmly fixed around
the shaft of the bone. Still keeping my left hand on the head
of the crook, I then get an assistant to rotate the instrument
slowly at the handle, on its long axis.
" If one is operating on the off hind-leg, the rotation must be
from left to right, and rice versa with the near limb, so as to lift
the head of the femur outwards and upwards from the pelvis.
" If the first turn of the handle does not result in cleavage
of the ligamentum teres and liberation of the head, stop the
rotation, and press the crook deeper around the shaft so as to
take a fresh hold, and then rotate. In a very strong calf, or
in foals, it is well for the assistant who is doing the rotation
to exercise a little backward traction at the same time, but
usually a very little force is required, and that exerted by one
man only, before, with a little ' scrunch,' the head of the
femur pops up out of its layer, and a rope is passed around it
below the head and trochanters. Before putting on the rope
I generally use the knife and sever more of the muscles and
the skin longitudinally with the shaft of the femur, until the
latter is well freed. This I do because \ have sometimes cut
through my rope when doing this part of the work after roping
the femoral head.
" A stick is now put on the rope end and traction is applied,
when very quickly the head of the femur appears through the
vulva, and the rest of the work is done ' extra vulvam/ and
consists in slitting the skin longitudinally with the direction
of the leg as the traction brings it outside. Traction is often
slightly checked at the patella, but a circular or several longi-
tudinal skin incisions on that region at once free it, for the
process is much like skinning a rabbit. The skin may then
be severed by a circular incision at the hook and the limb
removed."
Williams advises removal of the hind-limb in the following
manner: The hand introduced into the vagina or uterus
makes a free incision with the knife into the perinseum of the
foetus, so as to allow the entrance of the hand into the foetal
pelvis. The sacrosciatic ligament is to be carefully incised.
Then, with a bone-chisel, the abaft of the ilium, and later tb0
ischio-pubie symphysis, is cut through. By manipulation
with the chisel the innominate bone operated on is separatei.